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The Bulletin on the state of the Caspian Sea level is issued twice a year in accordance
with the recommendations of CASPCOM and is a joint product of hydrometeorological
services of the five Caspian littoral states.

Figure 1 presents the variation in Caspian Sea level over the first nine months of 2025,
based on the data provided by the national hydrometeorological services of the Caspian
littoral states?.
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Fig. 1 Seasonal run of the Caspian Sea level at 6 “century” posts in 2025

At the seasonal peak in May 2025, the Caspian Sea level at Makhachkala Station stood at
-28.99 m BS, that was 35 cm lower than the corresponding peak in 2024 (-28.64 m abs)
(Fig. 2a). In contrast, the peak level at Fort Shevchenko occurred in June 2025 at —29.37
m abs showed a smaller decline of 16 cm compared to June 2024 (-29.21 m abs) (Fig.
2b).

Long-term satellite observations by Theia HYDROWEB (https://hydroweb.next.theia-
land.fr/) confirm a consistent downward trend in the Caspian Sea level over the past four
years (Fig. 3). Notably, the amplitude of intra-annual level fluctuations has also diminished
year on year, suggesting a progressive reducing of its seasonal variability.

! The mean sea level was not calculated because the data at Baku station were not available for technical reasons
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Fig. 2. Seasonal run of the Caspian Sea level in 2025 compared to 2024 at: a) Makhachkala;
b) Fort Shevchenko
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Fig 3. Change in the Caspian Sea level in the period from 01/01/2021 to 11/11/2025 according to
the altimetry data by Theia HYDROWEB

One of the key factors contributing to the ongoing decline in the Caspian Sea level is the
continued reduction in the Volga River discharge, particularly since 2021. For the first nine
months of 2025, the total water volume of the Volga River runoff amounted to
approximately 158 km?3, which was 29 km? less than the 187 km? recorded over the same
period in 20242,

The spring flood of 2025 exhibited marked differences from that of 2024 (Fig. 4). While the
peak discharge in 2025 was comparable to the previous year’s, the duration of peak flow
was shortened by approximately two weeks. Furthermore, the spring flood began this year
by about two weeks later compared to 2024, though it ended at roughly the same time.

2 The Volga River runoff is given according to the data on the water discharge at the Volgograd reservoir



Notably, the period of elevated runoff in May 2025 was limited to just two weeks that was
significantly shorter compared to previous years.
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Fig. 4. Monthly runoff of the Volga River in 2022—-2025

This bulletin is intended for the authorities, enterprises, organizations and coastal
communities as well as for all whose activities are connected with the Caspian Sea. Its
preparation became possible due to the cooperation of hydrometeorological organizations
of the Caspian littoral states. The data of the General Catalogue of the Caspian Sea level
elaborated under CASPCOM umbrella were used to compile the bulletin



